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This Legislative summary includes a list of all measures
considered by the Assembly Committee on Elections,
Reapportionment and Constitutional Amendments (ERCA) in
1993. It also Usts other measures related to the Political Reform
Act and the Elections Code which were considered by the
Assembly but not heard in ERCA. It. does not include Elections
Code and Political Reform Act measures introduced in the Senate
and not passed to the Assembly.
This s~mmary includes all Elections Code and ~olltical Reform
Act measures passed by the Legislature, including all those
signed into law by the Governor, in 1993.
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1993 EGISLATIVE SUMMARY
AB 3 <STATHAM>- DIVISION OF STATE
Submits to the voters on the November 8, 1994, statewide general election ballot the
question whether or not the Legislature should send to Congress a plan requesting the
division of the State of California into three states.
•

STATUS: Senate Governmental Organization Committee

1

AB 37 CJOHNSONJRICHTERl - SPECIAL ELECTIONS: REIMBURSEMENTS
•

•

Requires the state to reimburse counties for all expenses incurred in elections to fill a
vacancy in the office of State Senator, Member of the State Assembly, or United States
Senator or Representative.
Provides that when an election to fill a vacancy is consolidated with any other local
election, the state shall only pay for election costs related to filling that vacancy.
Applies to any election conducted between Jan. 1, 1993 and Jan. 1, 1996.

•

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 39, Statutes of 1993)

•

1

AB 43 <QUACKENBUSH) - ABSENTEE YOTER: PERMANENT STATUS
•

Extends permanent absentee voter status to a spouse or other family member who resides
with, and is the primary caregiver to, a disabled voter who qualifies for permanent absentee
voter status.

•

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 214, Statutes of 1993)

AB 126 <QUACKENBUSH> -STATE MAIL RESTRICTIONS

•

•
•
•
I

Prohibits an elected official who is a candidate for statewide office to send any unsolicited
mail at public expense within 90 days of the election.
Prohibits an elected official who is a candidate for the Legislature or the State Board of
Equalization from sending unsolicited mail at public expense into the district that the official
is seeking to represent within 90 days of the election.
STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

These bills were not heard by the Assembly Committee on Elections, Reapportionment and
Constitutional Amendments.
Assemblywoman

Diane

Martinez,

Chairwoman
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AB 139 iANDAL> - TERM LIMITS; LOCAL OFFICIALS
•

Permits voters in cities and counties to impose, by initiative measure, term limits of two
4-year terms on the offices of mayor. city council or county supervisor.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

AB 140 CANDAL> - TERM LIMITS: INSURANCE COMMISSIONER
•

Limits the office of Insurance Commissioner to two terms, whether consecutive or not.
The limitation would not apply to any unexpired term which a person is appointed to fill if
the remainder of the term is less than one-half of the full term.

•

STATUS: Failed passage in the Assembly Elections Committee

AB 271 CAREIAS) - MOTOR VOTER IMPLEMENTATION
•

Makes various changes in the law relating to voter registration to comply with the national
Voter Registration Act of 1993, which takes effect Jan. 1, 1995.

•

STATUS: Returned to Assembly Elections Committee for consideration of Senate
amendments

AB 275 (RICHTER)- VOTE BY FAX I ABSENTEE BALLOT ELECTION
•

Permits military personnel to vote by fax machine and permits Butte County to hold a
special State Senate election by absentee ballot.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

AD 296 CHAYNES> - RESTRICTIONS ON CHALLENGING REFERENDUMS
Prohibits a legal action from being filed challenging the validity of a proposed local
ordinance or referendum petition until after the date of the election. Also requires city or
county counsel to prepare a ballot title and summary for any referendum measure submitted
to the voters.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

Assemblywoman

Diane

Martinez,

Chairwoman
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AB 328 CJOHNSONl- CAMPAIGN CONTRWUTIONS: 48-HOUR NOTICE
•

Requires a candidate or officeholder who flles a short form campaign statement to send
written notification to the Secretary of State, the local filing officer, and each candidate for
the same office within 48 hours of receiving contributions or making expenditures of
$1,000 or more.

•

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 391, Statutes of 1993)

AB 345 <QUACKENBUSH)- POLITICAL REFORM ACT; VIOLATIONS
•

Clarifies that amendments made in 1984 to the Political Reform Act (PRA) which provide
administrative penalties for violations of the PRA by specified individuals were not
intended to repeal existing criminal and civil penalties. Also extends civil and criminal
penalties to such persons.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

AB 359 CBACAl - ABSENTEE VOTER PRECINCTS
•

Eliminates the requirement that election officials notify voters in absentee ballot precincts of
the two closest polling places where their ballots can be returned if not mailed to election
officials by the voter.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

AB 360 CBACAl - PRECINCT SIZE
•

Increases the maximum size of an election precinct from 1,000 registered voters to 1,500.

•

STATUS: Failed passage in the Assembly Elections Committee

AB 361 CBACAl - CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION: JUDGES

..

•

Prohibits certificates of election from being issued before the day of the general election to
incumbent judges who are re-elected without opposition.

•

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 104, Statutes of 1993)

Assemblywoman

Diane

Martinez,

Chairwoman
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AB 429 <MURRAY)- VOTER REGISTRATION; WELFARE OFFICES
•

Requires county welfare offices to provide voter registration cards to any applicant for aid
or services. Prohibits aid or assistance from being reduced, stopped or denied based upon
failure to register. The Secretary of State is required to provide the offices with voter
registration information that can be inserted into each mailing for aid, services or both, at
least once each year.

•

STATUS: Held under submission in the Assembly Ways and Means Committee

AB 569 CT. FRIEDMAN> - OFF-YEAR FUNDRAISING LIMITS
•

•

•

Limits off-year fundraising by legislative, statewide and Board of Equalization candidates
and officeholders. Legislative officeholders and candidates could not begin to raise money
until Oct. 1 prior to the year they run for election. Statewide candidates and officeholders
and Board of Equalization candidates and officeholders could not begin to raise money
until July 1 prior to the year they run for election.
Legislative officeholders could create an expense account for governmental or legislative
related expenses, provided they raise no more than $25,000 per year for these purposes;
statewide and Board of Equalization candidates could raise no more than $50,000 per year
for these purposes.

STATUS: Failed passage in the Assembly Elections Committee

AB 583 (MORROW) - LOCAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS; GIFTS
•

Reduces from $1,000 to $250 the value of gifts that a local elected officeholder can accept
from any single source during a calendar year.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

AB 594 CSEASTRANDl- COUNTY BOARDS OF EDUCATION:
CODE-REVIEWING
•

Makes the county board of education the code-reviewing agency for school districts, and
permits county boards of education to charge school districts for the cost of reviewing their
codes.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

Assemblywoman

Diane

Martinez,

Chairwoman
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AB 744 lBACAl - YOTER REGISTRATION; STUDENTS
•

.

•

Requires high school students who are 18 years of age or older be provided an opportunity
to register to vote on high school premises as part of their required one-semester course in
American government and civics.

STATUS: Vetoed by Governor (9fl/93)

AB 796 CSHER> - SLATE MAILERS; DISCLOSURE
•

Requires disclosure statements and notices to appear on any slate mailer sent by a
committee primarily formed to support or oppose one or more ballot measures.

•

STATUS: Signed by Govemor(Chapter472, Statutes of 1993)

AB 817 CFERGUSON> -POLITICAL PARTIES; NOMINATIONS
•
•

•

Permits any qualified political party, as specified, other than the Democratic and Republican
Parties, to skip the primary election and nominate candidates for the general election by
convention.
Prohibits any party whose registration falls below 1% of the last gubernatorial vote to
participate in the direct primary election.

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

AB 818 CFERGUSON) - BALLOT MEASURES;
•

QUALIFYING SIGNATURES

•

Reduces the random sampling percentage to qualify a petition for the ballot from 110% to
103%.
Changes the ratio which determines if a petition is rejected from 95% to 97%.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

AB 859 (MOORE) - SAME-DAY VOTER REGISTRATION
•

•

· Provides for "same-day" voter registration, which would allow a qualified elector to
simultaneously register to vote and to vote on election day at his or her polling place.

STATUS: Held under submission in the Assembly Ways and Means Committee

Assemblywoman

Diane

Martinez,

Chairwoman

Committee on Elections, Reapportionment
and Constitutional Amendments
1993 Legislative Summary
Page 6

AB 862 (QUACKENBUSH) - P.R.A. VIOLATIONS:
•

•

SEARCH WARRANTS

Provides that a search warrant may be issued when the property to be seized constitutes
evidence that a criminal violation of the Political Reform Act has been committed, or that a
particular person has committed the offense.

STATUS: Assembly Public Safety Committee

AB 884 {COLLINS> - CAMPAIGN FUNDS:

1

PERSONAL EXPENSES

•

Permits campaign funds to be used to pay the costs of dry cleaning and laundering and the
costs of repair of shoes, as long as the uses of which are reasonably related to a political,
legislative or governmental purpose.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

AB 1025 (PEACE> - LEGISLATIVE CANDIDATES;
•

OFFICE RESIGNATION

•

Requires a member of the legislature to resign from his or her current office before he or
she may become a candidate for statewide elected office* if the statewide elected office term
commences prior to the expiration of the Member's current office term.
*Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Controller, Insurance Commissioner, Secretary
of State, Superintendent of Public Instruction, and Treasurer.
Companion measure to ACA 7 (Peace).

•

STATUS: Assembly Ways & Means Committee

AB 1116 <BORNSTEIN> -SLATE MAILERS:

DISCLAIMERS

•

Requires that every slate mailer sent by a slate mailer organization using as a part of its
name the name of a qualified political organization or derivative shall contain in at least
10-point Roman boldface capital-letter type, the following notice: "NOT AN OFFICIAL
PARTY DOCUMENT."

•

STATUS: Senate Floor- Inactive File

AB 1117 <BORNSTEIN)- CAMPAIGN LITERATURE:
SI GNATURES

UNAUTHORIZED

•

Expands the prohibition of the use of an unauthorized signature in a campaign
advertisement to include typewritten or printed representations of signatures. Would limit
punishment to a "knowing and willful" violation of this provision.

•

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 334, Statutes of 1993)
Assemblywoman

Diane

Martinez,

Chairwoman

Committee on Elections, Reapportionment
and Constitutional Amendments
1993 Legislative Summary
Page 7

AB 1173 CMOORE) - NOMINATION PROCESS
"

•
•

Makes various technical, clarifying and other changes to elections law related to the
nomination process, including a reduction and standardization of the number of in-lieu
signatures required to qualify for candidacy for all offices.

STATUS: Vetoed by Governor (10110/93)

AB 1218 <EASTIN) - VOTER REGISTRATION; STUDENTS
•

Permits Regents of the University of California, the Trustees of the California State
University, the Board of Governors of the California Maritime Academy, and the Board of
Governors of the California Community Colleges to authorize the inclusion of voter
registration forms in packets distributed to students during either enrollment or registration
for classes.

•

STATUS: Vetoed by Governor (1018193)

AB 1268 CMARTINEZl- CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION; PEACE OFFICERS
•

Extends to all peace officers the same protections granted to other peace officers including
the confidentiality of their voter registration information, if they so request.

•

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 1098, Statutes of 1993) 1

AB 1282 CMCDONALD) - LOCAL ELECTIONS; FILING DEADLINES
Brings municipal election filing deadlines in line, generally, with statewide and other
elections.

•

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 229, Statutes of 1993) ;Urgency

•

Assemblywoman

Diane

Martinez,

Chairwoman
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AB 1343 (J OHNSON) - CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION LIMITS

•

Adds the Ethics in Government and Campaign Contribution Limits Act of 1993 to the
Political Reform Act.
Limits contributions by an individual to a candidate, political committee, broad-based
political committee or political party to $1,000 (per election cycle).
Limits contributions by a political committee to a candidate to $2,500 (per election cycle).
Limits contributions by a broad-based political committee or political party to a candidate
to $5,000 (per election cycle).
Allows unlimited contributions by an individual to a political committee, broad-based
political committee, or political party for "administrative expenses," as defmed.
Prohibits the transfer of contributions from one candidate or committee controlled by that
candidate to another.
Prohibits honorarium for local elected office holders.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

•
•
•
•
•
•

AB 1357 CKARNETTEl - CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS:

•
•

DISCLOSURES

Eliminates the option that pennits lobbyist employers or their sponsored committees to
choose whether to disclose certain campaign contributions in lobbyist reports or in
campaign reports, thereby requiring contributions to be disclosed on both reports.

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 218, Statutes of 1993)

AB 1359 CKARNETTEl - LONG BEACH COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
•

Allows the governing board of the Long Beach Community College District to establish
trustee areas, as specified.

•

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter486, Statutes of 1993)

Assemblywoman

Diane

Martinez,

Chairwoman

II
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AB 1380 (MOORE) - STUDENT YOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 1993
•
•
•

•

•

As passed by the Assembly Elections Reapportionment and Constitutional Amendments
Committee, AB 1380 made various technical changes relating to initiative petitions.
The current version of the bill instead:
Enacts the Student Voting Rights Act of 1993.
Requests the University of California and requires the California State University,
California Maritime Academy, and the California Community Colleges to furnish voter
registration forms and absentee ballot applications to students during registration for
classes, and to provide absentee ballot applications at other times upon request.
Requires elections officials to establish a polling place on election day on each public
college or university campus for any county-wide election with certain exceptions.

STATUS: Vetoed by Governor (1018/93)

AD 1466 CSTATHAMl - RECALL PETITIONS; SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS
•

•
•
•
•

•

As passed by the Assembly Elections, Reapportionment and Constitutional Amendments
Committee, AB 1466 requires a Notice of Intention to recall an elected official to be signed
by the same minimum number of sponsors as is required on nomination papers for that
particular office (but in no case less than ten signatures).
The current version of the bill also:
Defines "general election."
Requires the California Housing and Jobs Investment Bond Act to appear on the
November 2, 1993, general election ballot as Proposition 173.
Permits any county that is authorized to conduct an all-mail ballot election to do so at the
General Election to be held on November 2, 1993.

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 405, Statutes of 1993) ,·Urgency

AD 1468 (STATHAM> - RUN-OFF ELECTIONS
•

!I

•

Provides that a person who receives a plurality of the votes cast in an election to fill a
vacancy in a county office be declared the winner without a run-off.

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

AD 1532 CWOODRUFF) -ILLEGAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Requires that a candidate or committee which receives an illegal contribution from a person
or group using a false name must turn the contribution over to the state General Fund
within 30 days of discovering that the contribution was made illegally.

•

STATUS: Held without recommendation in the Assembly Elections Committee
Assemblywoman

Diane

Martinez,

Chairwoman
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AB 1542 CUMBERG) - REIMBURSEMENT DISCLOSURES;
DISTRICTS
•
•
•

•

SPECIAL

Requires special districts to disclose any reimbursement to emloyees or board members
totaling $100 or more for each individual charge for services or products received.
Defines "individual charge."
Requires reimbursement information to be made available to the public in a document
published at least once a year.

STATUS: Senate Floor- Third Reading

AB 1553 (TUCKER> - PUBLIC RECORDS ACT; FPPC COMPLIANCE
•

Adds specified state agencies, including the Fair Political Practices Commission, to the list
of government agencies which must establish and promulgate guidelines for accessibility of
public records.

•

STATUS: Senate Floor -Inactive File

1

AB 1555 CBACA> - AFFIDAVITS OF REGISTRATION
•

Permits an individual to fill out a new affidavit of registration at any time after the close of
registration if the individual signs an affidavit under penalty of peijury that he or she
already completed a voter registration affidavit and it was mailed or given to a third party
before the close of registration.

•

STATUS: Vetoed by Governor (1018193)

AB 1761 CFRAZEE> - CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION LIMITS
•
•
•

•

Limits contributions that may be made to certain' elected officials and political parties.
Permits only an individual to make a contribution to a political party.
Permits only an individual or political party to make a contribution to a candidate for
elective state office.
Limits contributions made by an individual to a candidate for state office (per election) or a
political party (per year) to $1,000.
Limits contributions made by a political party (per election) to:
Candidates for Assembly- $5,000; Candidate for Senator- $10,000;
Candidate for the State Board of Equalization - $50,000; Candidates for Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Controller, Treasurer, Attorney General,
Insurance Commissioner, or Superintendent of Public Instruction- $100,000.

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

Assemblywoman

Diane

Martinez,

Chairwoman

Committee on Elections, Reapportionment
and Constitutional Amendments
1993 Legislative Summary
Page 11

AB 1869 iW. BROWN) - CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
•

•

As passed by the Assembly Elections, Reapportionment and Constitutional Amendments
Committee, AB 1869 revises the defmition of "remote interest" to include the interest of an
officer, director or employee of a credit union which has either deposits or outstanding
loans with a contractor of the official's agency.
The current version of the bill also:
Provides misdemeanor penalties when a member of the Legislature, a state, county,
district, judicial district, or city officer or employee violates state conflict of interest laws
regarding any contract made by them in their official capacity as specified. Any person
convicted of violating this provision would not be disqualified from holding any office in
this state, and may be required to make restitution and, if granted probation, is to make
restitution.
Provides that any of the above persons making a contract in their official capacity, with the
intent to defraud or with the purpose of personal enrichment, will be guilty of a felony as
specified. Restitution would be required, whether granted probation or not.
Provisions of AB 1869 apply only to violations occurring after Jan. 1, 1994.

•

STATUS: Conference Committee

•
•

•

AB 1875 <B. FRIEDMAN) - SPECIAL PROSECUTORS:

P.R.A. VIOLATIONS

•

Allows a special prosecutor established by city charter, to act as the civil or criminal
prosecutor with respect to violations of the Political Reform Act of 1973.

•

STATUS: Assembly Public Safety Committee

1

AB 1931 <CONROY>- CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION: PEACE OFFICERS
•

•

•

Grants confidentiality, upon request, of specified public information (i.e. home address,
phone number) to employees of a city police department or county sheriffs office, and
their spouses and children who live with them. 'This provision applies to the Registrar of
Voters, the County Assessors Office, and the Department of Motor Vehicles.
Makes it a misdemeanor to disclosure this confidential information, or a felony if the
disclosure results in bodily injury to these specified persons.

STATUS: Assembly Public Safety Committee

.

J

Assemblywoman

Diane

Martinez,

Chairwoman
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AB 1949 CFERGUSON) - CONFLICT OF INTEREST: PUBLIC EMPLOYEES
Prohibits any public employee at any level of state or local government whose official
duties involve any discretionary influence on the issuance of permits, or on the
promulgation, amendment, or repeal of an administrative regulation, to attempt to use his or
her official position to influence a governmental decision in which the employee knows he
or she has a financial interest.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

AB 1993 CBOWEN>- PROPOSITION 73 REFORM
Repeals Prop. 73 and instead enacts a comprehensive system of contribution limits;
increases penalties for violation of the Political Reform Act; and increases funding for the
Fair Political Practices Commission.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

AB 2052 CMARGOLINl- CAMPAIGN STATEMENTS:
•

•

FILINGS

· Requires major donor committees and independent expenditure committees to file
semiannual campaign statements if, during the applicable 6-month period, they have made
any payments to a slate mailer organization.

STATUS: Senate Floor- Inactive File

AB 2193 (LEE>- PERMANENT ABSENTEE VOTERS STATUS
•
•

•

Provides that any voter who, due to physical disability or other condition, is unable to
travel to, or vote at, his or her polling place without special assistance or extraordinary
effort may apply for permanent absentee voter status.
Require the Secretary of State to prepare and distribute to elections officials a uniform
application format for permanent absentee voter status.

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

Assemblywoman

Diane

Martinez,

Chairwoman
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AB 2196 (COSTAl- PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION DATE

•

Changes the date of the presidential primary to the fourth Tuesday in March. This
provision sunsets Jan. 1, 1998, thereby effecting only the 1996 presidential election.
Authorizes a general municipal election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in March of odd-numbered years, provided that such an election does not cause
any term of office to be increased or decreased by more than 12 months.

•

STATUS: Signed by Govenor (Chapter 828, Statutes of 1993)

•

AB 2215 CMARTINEZl .. TERM LIMITS
•
•
•

•

As passed by the Assembly Elections, Reapportionment and Constitutional Amendments
Committee, AB 2215 made changes in a candidate's affirmation of declaration.
The current version of the bill instead:
Prohibits specified local elected officers* and the Insurance Commissioner from serving
more than two terms, or a total of eight years, if the term of office is less than four years,
provided that the salary for that office is $500 per month or more.
*Includes members of a county board of education; members of a governing board of a
school district; members of a governing board of a community college district; elected
county or district officers; county boards of supervisors; city mayors; city council
members; city clerks, treasurers, or other elected city.officers; and members of a governing
board of a special district.

STATUS: Senate Election and Reapportionment Committee

AB 2216 CMARTINEZl - VOTER REGISTRATION ASSISTANCE
•

Repeals the statement of intent that the introduction of registration by mail not in any way
lead to administrative limitations on the use of deputy registrars of voters for the purpose of
assisting in the registration of persons who may continue to require that assistance.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

...

..

Assemblywoman

Diane

Martinez,

Chairwoman
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AB 2217 CMARTINEZ) - PRESERVATION OF REGISTRATION CANDIDATES AFFIDAVITS
•

Permits county elections officials to microfllm, record on optical disc or other form of
electronic medium that cannot be altered, uncanceled affidavits following the first general
election after the date of registration. Any electronic medium used would have to meet
specified standards.
Changes a candidate's affirmation to state that the candidate meets both the statutory and
constitutional qualifications for office, instead of the current statement that they meet either
constitutional or statutory qualifications.

•

STATUS: Senate Elections and Reapportionment Committee

AB 2218 CMARTINEZ)- TABULATION OF WRITE-IN VOTES
•

Provides that write-in votes need not be counted unless the total votes exceed 1.5% of all
votes cast for candidates for a specific office.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

AB 2219 <HORCHER) - VOTER REGISTRATION FORMS
•

Eliminates the requirement that voter registration forms which are used by deputy registrars
be bound in book form.

•

STATUS: Senate Elections and Reapportionment Committee

AB 2220 CMARTINEZ>- POLITICAL REFORM ACT; REGULATIONS
•

Provides that whenever any reference is made in the Political Reform Act to a federal or
state statute and that statute is repealed or amended, the Fair Political Practices Commission
is authorized to promulgate regulations to carry out the intent of the PRA as nearly as
possible consistent with that statute.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

Assemblywoman

Diane

Martinez,

Chairwoman
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AB 2221 !MARTINEZ)- CAMPAIGN STATEMENTS; FILING BY FAX
•
•

•

•

Provides that reports and statements required under the Political Reform Act are deemed to
have been flled on time if they are sent by a guaranteed overnight delivery service and the
delivery service receipt indicates it was picked up on or before the due date.
Permits additional reports and statements required under the PRA to be filed by fax
provided that paper copies are sent by frrst-class mail or guaranteed overnight delivery
service within 24 hours of the applicable deadline. Faxing documents over 30 pages in
length would be prohibited.
Documents allowed to be filed by fax include: statements of organization, statements of
termination, campaign statements, independent expenditure reports and statements of
economic interest.
Documents not allowed to be flled by fax include: statements of intention to become a
candidate, notifications of a campaign bank account, or lobbyist reports.

STATUS: Senate Elections and Reapportionment Committee

AB 2223 !MARTINEZ) -ELECTIONS; ABSENTEE BALLOTS
Makes various technical, nonsubstantive changes to the absentee ballot laws.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

AB 2238 !MCDONALD)- VOTER REGISTRATION; HOMELESS
Establishes a procedure for homeless people to register to vote even though they have no
permanent residence. Such individuals would have to register at the elections office or
another location designated by election officials, present two forms of identification, and
provide a mailing address, including a shelter or similar facility at which they have stayed.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

AB 2239 (MCDONALD) - MOTOR VOTER
•
•

Makes various changes in the law relating to voter registration to comply with the national
Voter Registration Act of 1993, which takes effect Jan. 1, 1995.
Tests holding statewide primaries over a two-day weekend in June of 1994 and 1996.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

Assemblywoman

Diane

Martinez,

Chairwoman
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AB 2305 (JOHNSON) - BALLOT MEASURES;

QUALIFYING SIGNATURES

•

Provides that if a random sample of petition signatures to qualify a measure for the ballot
determines that a petition contains at least I 05% of the required signatures (instead of the
current II 0% ), the measure qualifies for the ballot.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

AB 2337 CMARTINEZl - POLITICAL REFORM ACT: REGULATIONS
•

Declares that provisions of the Political Reform Act are to be liberally construed to
accomplish its purposes consistent with the First Amendment to the United States
Constitution.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

AB 2338 CMARTINEZl - SPECIAL ELECTIONS: 31ST A.D.
•

Provides that the special run-off election to fill the vacancy in the 31st Assembly District
that is presently scheduled for April27, 1993, shall be conducted instead on May 4, 1993.
This bill would remain in effect only until January 1, 1994, and on that date would be
repealed.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

AB 2374 (JOHNSON) - CANDIDATES:

LEGAL OBLIGATIONS

•

Provides that a candidate or any member of a campaign committee not be personally liable
for any debt or tortious conduct of the committee or of any agent, officer, employee, or
other member of the committee, unless the candidate or member has personally agreed in
writing or orally to be liable for the debt or has personally committed the tortious act.

•

STATUS: Vetoed by Governor ( 1011/93)
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AB 2375 CBRULTE) - TERM LIMITS;

"

•
••
•
•

INSURANCE COMMISSIONER

As passed by the Assembly, this bill expressed legislative intent regarding the budget
implementation bill for 1993.
The current version of the bill instead:
Limits the office of Insurance Commissioner to two 4-year terms, whether consecutive or
not, beginning Jan. 1, 1995.
Requires a gubernatorial appointment and legislative confirmation for any vacancy in the
office of Insurance Commissioner.
Authorizes the Insurance Commissioner to participate in the Legislators' Retirement
System.

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 1227, Statutes of 1993)

ACA 3 (RICHTER) - BUDGET BILL; PASSAGE
•
•
•

•

Denies the Legislature their salary and per diem for each day after June 30th that the Budget
Bill is not passed by the Legislature.
Lowers the current 'l13 vote requirement for passage of the Budget Bill to a simple
majority, and specifies that statutes enacting the Budget go into effect immediately upon
their enactment.
Places balanced budget language into the Constitution. ·
Requires the Budget Bill provide for a state reserve fund of at least 3% of the total of all
revenues and other resources project for that fiscal year.
Authorizes the Governor to declare a fiscal emergency if the General Fund budget balance
is less than 1% of the total.
Allows the Governor to propose the aggregate reduction of expenditures from the General
Fund for that fiscal year in order to restore the balance to the 1% level, unless the
Legislature disapproves the reduction by a 2/3 vote.

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

ACA 4 CT. FRIEDMAN)- TERM LIMITS: STATE ASSEMBLY
•

Provides for 4-year terms for members of the State Assembly.
Limits service in the Assembly to two terms, regardless of length.
Individuals elected in special elections for less than a full term would not be eligible for two
full terms. Members elected to the Assembly in 1992 and 1994 would be eligible to serve
one additional4-year term starting in 1996.

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee
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ACA S <TUCKER) - ELECTORATE MAJORITY YOTE; BONDS
•

Allows by majority vote (instead of two-thirds) the adoption of a local agency's proposition
on the ballot for incurring general obligation bonded indebtedness.

•

STATUS: Assembly Floor- Inactive File

ACA 6 (TUCKER) - ALCOHOL SALES; MINORS AS DECOYS

•

•

Allows persons ages 18-21 to be used by peace officers as decoys to catch persons who
sell alcoholic beverages to minors.
Prohibits the decoys from using false identification showing the person to be 21 years of
age or older.

STATUS: Assembly Floor- Inactive File

ACA 7 CPEACEl- LEGISLATIVE CANDIDATES; OFFICE RESIGNATION
•

Requires a member of the State Legislature to resign from his or her current office before
he or she may become a candidate for state elected office* if the state elected office term
commences prior to the expiration of the Member's current office term.
*Includes the office of Senator, Member of the Assembly, Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Controller, Insurance Commissioner,
Secretary of State, Superintendent of Public Instruction, or Treasurer.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

ACA 8 <HAUSER) - REASSESSMENT EXEMPTION;
CONSTRUCTION

HANDICAP ACCESS

•

Provides for the Legislature to exclude from the definition of reassessable "new
construction" the construction, installation, removal or modification of any portion or
structural component of an existing building "for the purpose of making the building more
accessible to, or more usable by, a disabled person."

•

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Res. Chapter 92, Statutes of 1993)

Assemblywoman

Diane

Martinez,

Chairwoman

Committee on Elections, Reapportionment
and Constitutional Amendments
1993 Legislative Summary
Page 19

ACA 11 <CAMPBELL)- UC BOARD OF REGENTS

•
•

Requires Assembly confmnation (in addition to Senate confmnation) of public members of
the University of California Board of Regents appointed by the Governor.
Shortens the terms of public members of the board from 12 to six years.
Replaces the UC President as a member of the board with a second student, and provides
that the two student members would be the President and Vice-President of the UC Student
Association rather than discretionary appointments by the Board of Regents.

•

STATUS: Assembly Floor- Inactive File

•

ACA 12 CSBERl- CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM
•

•

•

Requests the Legislature to pass by majority vote, and the Governor to sign into law, on or
before July 1, 1995, a system of campaign finance reform for elective state offices that
may include any and all of the following:
-- Limitations on contributions and campaign expenditures;
-- Restrictions on the transfer of campaign funds;
-- A plan for voluntary public participation in campaign financing.
Permits local agencies to adopt campaign reform laws, including public fmancing of local
candidates.
Prohibits any law banning public financing of campaigns.

STATUS: Assembly Floor- Inactive File

ACA 14 (ALPERT)- TERM LIMITS I OFF-YEAR FUNDRAISING
•
•

Limits California State Senators to two 6-year terms and Members of the California State
Assembly to two 4-year terms.
Prohibits a person elected to the State Legislature, or their campaign treasurer, for a period
of one year from the date that the term of office commences, from soliciting or accepting
any campaign contribution or loan for the purpose of running for any public office.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

ACA 16 <FERGUSON) - CANDIDATES; FORFEITURE OF OFFICE
•

Requires that a state elected official* forfeit his or her office 30 days after filing a
Declaration of Intention to become a candidate for any elective office other than that which
he or she currently holds. (*Includes Member of the Legislature, the Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, Attorney General, Controller, Insurance Commissioner, Secretary of State,
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Treasurer and Members of the Board of
Equalization.)

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee
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ACA 19 CMARGOLINl - LOCAL HEALTH fAC ILITIES
Allows by majority vote a property tax rate in excess of 1% to pay for the
acquisition of real property, or the construction, reconstruction, of rehabilitation of local
health facilities.

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

ACA 20 CARCBIE-BUDSONl - UC BOARD OF REGENTS
•
•
•
•

•

•

Divides the appointments of the public members of the University of California Board of
Regents equally among the Governor, the Speaker of the Assembly, and the Senate Rules
Committee.
Shortens the terms of public members of the board from 12 years to 8 years.
Replaces the UC President as a member of the board with a second student selected directly
by the student association.
Transfers confirmation responsibility for public members of the board from the Senate to a
special committee composed as specified.
Declares that the student, faculty, and alumni representatives would be selected for
one-year terms; public members of the committee would serve four-year terms.
Limits annual compensation of UC officers to no more than twice the average annual
compensation of tenured and tenure-track faculty.

Status: Ways and Means Committee

SB 2 CKOPPl - TERM LIMITS: LOCAL OFFICIALS
•
•

Authorizes local governments to limit the number of terms of members of cities, county
boards of education, school districts, community college districts, and other districts.
The term limit proposals could be initiated by the governing boards or by the voters
through the initiative process. The proposals could not become operative until approved by
the voters at a regular election.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee
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SB 139 <KOPPl - BOARD OF EQUALIZATION; CONFLICT OF INTEREST

•
.

•

Redefmes "adjudicatory proceeding" before the Board of Equalization to include
assessments of railroads, utilities, and pipelines, for purposes of conflict of interest
disclosures. The effect of the bill would be to prohibit any board member from
participating in an assessment decision if he or she accepted more than $250 in
contributions from that assessee during the previous 12-month period.
Provides that if a party fails to complete the disclosure form, any member may vote to
determine that all issues in controversy are to be resolved against the party.

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

SB 165 <MARKS) - CANDIDATE FILING FEES; IN-LIEU PETITIONS
•
•

•
•

•

Permits candidates to submit petitions containing signatures in lieu of the filing fee.
Requires signatures as follows: Assembly candidates - 1,500~ State Senate or
Congressional candidates - 3,000; Candidates for statewide office - 10,000~ all other
offices in districts with 2,000 or more registered voters - four signatures for each $1 of the
filing fee, or 10% of the district's registered voters, whichever is less~ all other offices in
districts with less than 2,000 registered voters- four signatures for each $1 of the
filing fee or 20% of the district's registered voters, whichever is less.
Provides that candidates who fail to file the minimum number of in-lieu signatures may
submit a supplemental petition or pay a pro rata portion of the filing fee to cover the
deficiency.
Renames the "Declaration of Intention" the "Statement of Intention" and makes various
other technical changes.

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 1189, Statutes of 1993)- Urgency

SB 204 <DILLS> - STATEMENTS OF ECONOMIC INTEREST
•

Requires that a copy of a Statement of Economic Interest, currently filed with the Fair
Political Practices Commission by state officeholders and candidates for state offices, be
provided to the Secretary of State as well.

•

STATUS: Assembly Ways and Means Committee

..
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SB 217 <DILLS) - REPORT FILING: LOBBYISTS

•
•

Requires lobbying firms, lobbyist employers, and others who spend at least $5,000 per
year lobbying, to file reports with cumulative totals accrued for an entire legislative session,
beginning Jan. I and ending Dec. 31 in the second year of a 2-year legislative session
instead of accrued by calendar year.
Requires random audits biennially, rather than annually, covering reports filed during a
two-year period.

•

STATUS: Assembly Floor -Inactive File

SB 230 CMARKS)- POST-GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT RESTRICTIONS
•

Expands the existing "revolving door" provisions of the Political Reform Act affecting
designated employees of the Governor's office and other administrative agencies to also
prohibit lobbying to influence "legislative" as well as administrative action by former
employees of administrative agencies.

•

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 230, Statutes of 1993)

SB 231 (MARKS) - S.E.I. FILING I NOTIFICATION OF REPORTABLE GIFTS
•
•

Codifies the current regulatory requirement for city and county treasurers to file their
statements of economic interests (SEis) with the Fair Political Practices Commission.
Provides that persons required to file periodic reports who send invitations to public
officials or candidates for state office, include on the invitation in at least 8-point boldface
Roman type: "Attendance at this event by a public official will constitute acceptance of a
reportable gift."

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 1140, Statutes of 1993)

SB 253 CKOPP) -CAMPAIGN STATEMENTS:

•

•

FILING

Deletes the requirement that state and local ballot measure committees file a campaign
statement 21 days after the deadline for submitting their petition signatures.
Requires local ballot measure committees to file quarterly campaign statements.
Provides that state or local ballot measure committees do not have to file quarterly campaign
statements following the election at which the measure is voted upon unless the committee
makes expenditures or contributions to support or oppose another ballot measure.

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 769, Statutes of 1993)
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SB 295 CAYALAl- COLTON JOINT UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
•

tl

•

Prescribes special terms for members of the Colton Joint Unified School District governing
board for the Nov. 2, 1993, and Nov. 7, 1995, elections.

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 17, Statutes of 1993) ;Urgency

SB 304 CRUSSELLl -SLATE MAILERS; DISCLAIMERS
•

Requires any slate mailer which is represented as being sent or authorized by any political
party, political party organization, or organization or group using as a part of its name the
name of a political party to contain a notice that states in 10-point Roman boldface
capital-letter type: "NOT AN OFFICIAL PARTY DOCUMENT." This requirement would
only apply to slate mailers sent by a slate mailer organization.

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

SB 336 CBOATWRIGHT)- REGIONAL WATER BOARD EXECUTIVES:
CONFLICT OF INTEREST
•

Prohibits a regional water board executive officer from making a decision or using his or
her official position to influence a decision of a regional water quality control board if the
executive officer has received, during the previous two years, 10% or more of his or her
income from the person or entity affected by that decision.

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 773, Statutes of 1993)

SB 427 CHEVERLY> - INCREASES POLITICAL REFORM ACT THRESHOLDS

•

Doubles 21 reporting thresholds adopted 20 years ago under the Political Reform Act
in order to adjust for a 201% increase in inflation.
Changes the monetary threshold on campaign contributions and expenditures.
Changes the fair market value of a public official's investments, interests in real property,
and sources of income that are required to be disclosed.
Changes the value of gifts that may be received.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

•
•
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'
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SB 443 <COMMITTEE ON BUDGET AND FISCAL REVIEW> - BUDGET
TRAILER BILL; IN-LIEU PETITIONS
•

Repeals the in-lieu process which permitted candidates to submit signatures in lieu of
paying filing fees to run for office.

•

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 59, Statutes of 1993)

SB 511 CKILLEA> - CANDIDATE STATEMENTS; NONPARTISAN OFFICIALS

•

Extends the current restrictions on judicial candidate statements to all candidates for
nonpartisan office in any local agency.
Prohibits candidate statements submitted by candidates for any nonpartisan elective office
in any local agency from including any reference to any other candidate for the same office,
including any reference to another candidate's qualifications, character or activities.
Prohibits elections officials from printing any statement containing such references.

•

STATUS: Vetoed by Governor (10110/93)

•

SB 535 <MARKS> - ELECTIONS CODE CLEANUP
Clarifies, simplifies and eliminates inconsistencies in the Elections Code as well as
eliminating obsolete requirements which impose costs on local government.

•

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 1302, Statutes of 1993)

SB 571 CROBERTil - CONTRIBUTIONS
•

Defines the term "at the behest of' as meaning an expenditure made under or with the
control, direction, cooperation, consultation, coordination, concert, request, or suggestion
of a candidate-controlled committee, official committee of a political party or an
organization formed or existing primarily for political purposes.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

SB 599 CMARKSl -POLITICAL ADVERTISING; AUDIO DISCLOSURE

•

Requires radio and television advertisements which are for or against ballot measures to
audibly disclose the name of the sponsored committee which authorized and paid for them.
Requires that advertisements which were authorized and paid for by an unsponsored
committee audibly disclose the name of any individual or industry from which the
committee received 80% or more of its contributions.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

•
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SB 680 (GREENE>- LEGISLATIVE CODE OF ETHICS.

•
•
•

Amends the Legislative Code of Ethics to clarify the prohibition against accepting speaking
fees and makes it clear that only payments permitted by the Political Refonn Act are
pennitted.
Provides that no Member of the Legislature shall receive any compensation, reward, or gift
from any source except the State of California for any service, advice, assistance or other
matter related to the legislative process, except reimbursement of expenses for actual travel,
lodging, and reasonable subsistence in connection with a speech or published work
related to the legislative process, as authorized.

STATUS: Assembly Rules Committee

1

SB 682 CGREENE) - ETHICS ORIENTATION COURSES FOR LOBBYISTS
•
•
•

•

Moves the responsibility for conducting ethics orientation courses for lobbyists from the
legislative ethics committees to the Secretary of State in consultation with the FPPC.
Requires each lobbyist to attend a class at least once in each biennial session.
Reduces the fee from $50 to no more than $35.
Requires the lobbyist to certify that he or she has completed the course in the current or the
previous two-year legislative session.

STATUS: Vetoed by Governor (10/10/93)1

SB 749 CDEDDEID - POLITICAL REFORM ACT; FINANCIAL INTEREST
•

Provides that, for purposes of the Political Refonn Act, a person who receives payment for
the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report does not have a financial interest in a
government decision due solely to that payment.

•

STATUS: Assembly Natural Resources Committee 1

SB 761 (HAYDEN) - CONFLICT OF INTEREST: LACMTA ALTERNATE
MEMBERS
•

Prohibits an alternate member representing a regular member of the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority from making, participating in the making, or in any
way attempting to use his or her appointed position to influence an authority decision in
which the alternate member knows or has reason to know that the regular member who
made the appointment has a financial interest.

•

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 644, Statutes of 1993)
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SB 771 CROSENTHALl -CAMPAIGN FUNDS;
•

•

SECURITY SYSTEMS

Provides that campaign funds may be used to pay or reimburse the state for the costs of
installing and monitoring a security system in the home or office or both of a candidate or
elected officer who has received threats to his or her physical safety.

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 1143, Statutes of 1993

SB 843 CSENATE ELECTIONS AND REAPPORTIONMENT COMMITTEEl ELECTIONS CODE CLEANUP
•

Makes technical and clarifying changes to the Elections Code relative to county referendum
procedures, absentee ballot application processing and various other election procedures.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

SB 873 CKOPPl - STATE BALLOT PAMPHLETS
•

Requires the ballot pamphlet to contain a section that provides a concise summary, prepared
by the Legislative Analyst, of the general meaning and effect of "yes" and "no" votes on
each state measure.

•

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 156, Statutes of 1993)

SB 1127 (JOHNSTON) - ALL-MAIL ELECTIONS; BUTTEJSAN JOAQUIN
COUNTIES
•
•

Extends an all-mail ballot election pilot program to include Butte and San Joaquin Counties.
Extends the sunset date of the all-mail pilot program in Placer and Stanislaus Counties to
Jan. 1, 1996.

•

STATUS: Assembly Elections Committee

SB 1170 (ALQUIST) - INITIATIVE MEASURES; FISCAL ESTIMATES
•

Deletes the requirement that the Department of Finance participate in the preparation of
fiscal estimates for state initiative measures, thereby requiring the Joint Legislative Budget
Committee to assume sole responsibility.

•

STATUS: Vetoed by Governor ( 10/1/93)
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SB 1205 (HURTT) - VOTER REGISTRATION BY FAX; OVERSEAS MILITARY

.

•

Authorizes California citizens who are members of the United States armed forces and/or
who are residing overseas to register to vote and to apply for a special absentee ballot by
facsimile (fax) transmission.

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter 235, Statutes of 1993)

SB 1238 (KELLEY) - ELECTIONS; HOSPITAL DISTRICT BOARDS
•

Changes the procedure relative to the election of hospital districts' board of directors,
including allowing new zones established by a hospital board, to take effect without an
election unless a petition to request an election ratifying the zones is filed with the county
clerk within 60 days after board passage of the resolution.

•

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Chapter815, Statutes of 1993)

SCA 3 (LOCKYER) - REORGANIZATION OF COURT SYSTEM
•

Abolishes the superior, municipal and justice courts and, instead, provides for district
courts in each county (i.e., unifies trial courts into district courts in each county).

STATUS: Assembly Floor- Third Reading

SCA 4 (THOMPSON) - REASSESSMENT EXEMPTION; WATER
CONSERVATION EQUIPMENT
•

Prevents reassessment of property due to the installation of water conservation equipment
by providing that "newly constructed" does not include improvements to real property
consisting of the installation of water conservation equipment for agricultural use as defined
by the Legislature.

•

STATUS: Signed by Governor (Res. Chapter 93, Statutes of 1993)

SCA 7 (DILLS) - REORGANIZATION OF COURT SYSTEM

..

b

•

Abolishes the justice courts of California, to be reconstituted as municipal courts with
existing personnel retained at present number and compensation, pending future legislative
adjustment.

STATUS: Assembly Floor -Inactive File
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SCA lS (ROBERTD - TAX EXEMPT ORGANIZATIONS

•
•

Prohibits any city, county, school district, special district, or any other local agency, from
levying any local business license tax or fee, based on income or gross receipts, on tax
exempt organizations.
STATUS: Signed by Governor (Res. Chapter 67, Statutes of 1993)

SCA 34 (KOPP) - BUDGET MODIFICATIONS
•
•
•
•
•

Denies the Governor and Legislature their salary and per diem for each day after June 30
that the Budget Bill is not passed by the Legislature.
Lowers the current '113 vote requirement for passage of the Budget Bill to a simple
majority, and specifies that statutes enacting the Budget go into effect immediately upon
their enactment
Places balanced budget language into the Constitution.
Requires a 3% reserve requirement against the General Fund and special funds, except as
specified (pension plans, bonds, etc.).
STATUS: Assembly Floor- Third Reading

•• •• •
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